Identification of a fungus is based primarily upon its possession of distinctive microscopic morphological characteristics when grown on an appropriate medium at a defined temperature. The procedure wherein the matted growth is teased apart on a slide before examination results in loss of the typical relationship between reproductive structures and mycelium, thereby rendering identification difficult. For this reason, slide culture, in which the organism is inoculated onto a thin layer of medium spread over a sterile slide, is often utilized. A cover slip is dropped over the inoculation site, and the slide, incubated on a support within a sterile petri dish containing sterile water to supply moisture, is periodically removed and examined microscopically for diagnostically significant (Fig. 3) .
With the plate in an inverted position, the bottom is lifted off and sterile peptized medium is spread over the inner surface of the recessed lid in a thin layer (M), after which the bottom is incubated at any desired temperature and time period. Finally, it is examined under a microscope whenever indicated. The dish is discarded into the incinerator at the conclusion of the observation. Figure 2 demonstrates the filamentous growth observed with C. albicans on corn meal-Tween 80-agar medium after 6 days of incubation at room temperature.
More than enough space to accommodate normal growth without pressure or distortion is present between the under surface of the agar and the bottom of the dish. The polystyrene material possesses excellent optical clarity, and microscopic morphology is clearly visualized with objectives up to 20 X since the aggregate thickness of the recessed lid, medium, and growth (approximately 1.5 mm) is well within the working distance of such objectives. When higher magnification is desired, a higher power objective with a longer working distance, such as Cooke, Troughton & Sons M1439, 3.75-mm, 45 X, oil immersion, fluorite long working-distance objective, may be utilized. Fig. 2 
